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We were incredibly proud to celebrate the
achievements of two of our pupils and a valued
member of staff at the Jack Petchey Awards
Ceremony, held at the Queen’s Theatre,
Hornchurch. The evening was a wonderful
occasion that recognised effort, character and
achievement, and it was a privilege to see
members of the Ravensbourne community

honoured in such a special way.

Sack P
Foundation !

It was particularly moving to see Dee Bowley,

one of our amazing Teaching Assistants, receive
her well-deserved award. Dee has given many
years of dedicated and compassionate service to
the young people and wider community of
Ravensbourne School. Her commitment, care
and tireless work make a genuine difference
every day, and it was lovely to see her
dedication recognised and celebrated.

We were also delighted to see our pupils
recognised for their achievements. The Jack
Petchey Awards are a powerful reminder of the
importance of celebrating the strengths,
determination and character of our young

people,_and the pride they bring to our school
community.

The Jack Petchey Foundation plays a vital role in
recognising and celebrating the incredible
achievements of both young people and adults
who go above and beyond. We are extremely
proud of everyone who was honoured and
grateful to be part of a scheme that champions
positivity, resilience and aspiration.

We're delighted to share that the mother
of one of our staff members is running the
London Marathon this year to raise funds
for the renovation of our hydrotherapy
pool. This generous support will help us
continue providing an important resource
that benefits our students’ physical
development and wellbeing. If you’d like
to donate or share the link, you can find it
here:

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfundin

g/helen-murphy-

219?utm medium=CF&utm source=CL

Looking ahead to this term, we are hopeful for
brighter, warmer weather. Please do think
about appropriate clothing, hats, and
sunscreen so all pupils can enjoy both indoor

and outdoor activities comfortably and safely.

This term, staff have continued to engage
in high-quality professional development
to ensure we are meeting the needs of our
pupils. We recently undertook PRICE
training for a small group of staff in
positive handling, which supports staff in
responding calmly and appropriately
when pupils become dysregulated. The
training reinforces our commitment to
using guided support, space and time to
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help pupils regulate, feel safe, and be
ready to re-engage with learning in a
supportive and respectful way.

We also held careers training for teaching
staff, focused on further developing the
creative and meaningful ways careers
education is woven into our Post-16
PMLD and SLD curriculum. Staff explored
imaginative, practical approaches that
make learning experiences fun, engaging
and purposeful, ensuring our learners gain
confidence, independence and an
understanding of the world around them
in ways that are accessible and relevant.

In addition, we were pleased to welcome

the Lime Trust CEO and central team to
Ravensbourne for a school improvement
and governance visit. We are delighted to
report that the visit was extremely
positive. The central team commented on
the wonderful young people we have at
Ravensbourne and praised the high
quality of interactions seen across the
school, which promote meaningful
learning experiences for all pupils. Thank
you to all staff and families for their hard
work, collaboration and support in making

this such a successful visit.We have a very
exciting summer term to look forward to,
including our famous School Fete on 13th June,
with a theme of sunflowers, our Prom
celebration for leavers in July, and our
much-loved Awards Evening, where we will
once again celebrate the fantastic achievements
of our learners. Families will also have the
opportunity to meet teachers to discuss
progress over the year and, where relevant,
meet new teachers for classes changing in
September 2026.

Thank you once again for your partnership,

positivity, and support.

The parents letter was send to Margate
Mullane MP after parents found out that
she is already campaigning for
improvements at Queens hospital. She
has already been in touch and agreed to
come to a school coffee morning next
term to meet with parents. We will share

the date as soon as it's arranged.

We were delighted to see just how
emotional and supportive this week’s
Parents’ Coffee Morning was. The session,
held on 21 April, provided a valuable
opportunity for a group of our families to
come together, connect, and share
common thoughts and feelings about
their experiences and daily lives.
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During the session, the group shared the
poem Welcome to Holland, by Emily Perl
Kingsley which powerfully captures the
thoughts and emotions many parents
experience following the birth of a child
with SEND. The poem resonated deeply
with  those present and sparked
thoughtful, open, and compassionate
discussion.

We would like to thank everyone who
attended and contributed so openly.
Details of our next Parents’ Coffee
Morning will be shared in the coming
weeks.

We have added a copy of the poem at the
end of the newsletter.

Tarique in Weir - For exploring the piano
by reaching out to press the piano keys
and creating sounds.

Adam in Adepitan - For confidently
walking independently around the school
and extending the length of time he can
do so.

Emeka in Weir — For exploring the soil
and gardening tools during the life
skills session.

Amar in GT - For great exploration and
interactions.

Hamza in Reeve - For doing well standing
in his stander and actively exploring
sensory items with his feet.

Grace in Hamilton - For consistently
tolerating and wearing her cochlear

implants throughout the school day. Well
done, Grace!

c&iﬁ%ﬁxwf

15.05.26 Family Coffee Morning
22.05.26 Shared Learning

09.06.26 Family Coffee Morning *
13.06.26 School Fete

03.07.26 Shared Learning

10.07.26 Leavers’ Prom

17.07.26 Last Day of Summer Term

*Date may change depending on MP

Sign In and Sign Out Procedures

We have now started using our Inventry
system to sign learners in and out of
school. To help us keep accurate
safeguarding and attendance records, we
kindly ask parents and carers to follow the
updated procedures:

Signing in:
Please sign your child in using the
Inventory system if they arrive after
9:00am or return from an appointment.

Signing out:
If your child needs to leave school before
2:45pm, please ensure they are signed out
through the system.

These steps help us keep all pupils safe
and ensure our records remain up to date.
Thank you for your support with this
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Support Services for Families Below is a list
of trusted services that may be helpful:

NSPCC (National Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Children)
provides support and resources for
families, focusing on the safety and well-
being of children.

e Helpline: 0808 800 5000
e Email: help@nspcc.org.uk

e Website: www.nspcc.org.uk

MIND (Mental Health Support),offers
support for mental health challenges,
providing resources for both parents and
young people.

e Helpline: 0300 123 3393
e Email: info@mind.org.uk

e Website: www.mind.org.uk

SCOPE supports individuals and families
affected by disabilities, offering practical
advice and assistance.

Helpline: 0808 800 3333

e Email: helpline@scope.org.uk

e Website: www.scope.org.uk

SENDIASS (Special Educational Needs
and Disabilities Information, Advice, and
Support Service)

SENDIASS provides free, impartial advice
for families navigating SEND-related
matters. Contact Number: 01245 204338

e Email: send.iass@essex.gov.uk
e Website: Essex SENDIASS

Samaritans Havering:

e Address: 107 North Street,
Romford, Essex, RM1 1ER

e Phone: 116 123 (Free to call,
available 24/7)

e Email: jo@samaritans.org

e Website: www.samaritans.org

This branch offers 24/7 emotional support
via telephone and email for anyone
experiencing distress or needing someone
to talk to. Their location is accessible, with
some facilities for those with disabilities
We encourage parents and carers to reach
out to these organizations if you require
support or have questions about your
child’s well-being. Our school team is also
here to help—please don’t hesitate to
contact us if you need further guidance.

Alexander got the term off to a great start
with a trip to the local aquarists to
experience the fish on display at the
centre. They were there to find some fish
to bring back for their classroom tank. We
are very pleased to say that Nemo, Dory
and Tidler are safe and very happy to part
of the Alexander Class team!.
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| AM OFTEN ASKED TO DESCRIBE THE EXPERIENCE OF RAISING A CHILD WITH A DISABILITY - TO TRY
TO HELP PEOPLE WHO HAVE NOT SHARED THAT UNIQUE EXPERIENCE TO UNDERSTAND IT, TO
IMAGINE HOW IT WOULD FEEL. IT'S LIKE THIS.. WHEN YOU'RE GOING TO HAVE A BABY, IT'S LIKE
PLANNING A FABULOUS VACATION TRIP - TO ITALY. YOU BUY A BUNCH OF GUIDE BOOKS AND
MAKE YOUR WONDERFUL PLANS. THE COLISEUM. THE MICHELANGELO DAVID. THE GONDOLAS IN
VENICE. YOU MAY LEARN SOME HANDY PHRASES IN ITALIAN, IT'S ALL VERY EXCITING... AFTER
MONTHS OF EAGER ANTICIPATION, THE DAY FINALLY ARRIVES. YOU PACK YOUR BAGS AND OFF
YOU GO. SEVERAL HOURS LATER, THE PLANE LANDS. THE STEWARDESS COMES IN AND SAYS,
“WELCOME TO HOLLAND. ... “HOLLAND?!?" YOU SAY. “WHAT DO YOU MEAN HOLLAND?? | SIGNED
UP FOR ITALY! I'M SUPPOSED TO BE IN ITALY. ALL MY LIFE I'VE DREAMED OF GOING TO ITALY."...
BUT THERE'S BEEN A CHANGE IN THE FLIGHT PLAN. THEY'VE LANDED IN HOLLAND AND THERE
YOU MUST STAY... THE IMPORTANT THING IS THAT THEY HAVEN'T TAKEN YOU TO A HORRIBLE, DIS-
GUSTING, FILTHY PLACE, FULL OF PESTILENCE, FAMINE AND DISEASE. IT'S JUST A DIFFERENT
PLACE... SO YOU MUST GO OUT AND BUY NEW GUIDE BOOKS. AND YOU MUST LEARN A WHOLE
NEW LANGUAGE. AND YOU WILL MEET A WHOLE NEW GROUP OF PEOPLE YOU WOULD NEVER
HAVE MET.. IT'S JUST A DIFFERENT PLACE. IT'S SLOWER-PACED THAN ITALY, LESS FLASHY THAN
ITALY. BUT AFTER YOU'VE BEEN THERE FOR A WHILE AND YOU CATCH YOUR BREATH, YOU LOOK
AROUND... AND YOU BEGIN TO NOTICE THAT HOLLAND HAS WINDMILLS... AND HOLLAND HAS
TULIPS. HOLLAND EVEN HAS REMBRANDTS... BUT EVERYONE YOU KNOW IS BUSY COMING AND
GOING FROM ITALY... AND THEY'RE ALL BRAGGING ABOUT WHAT A WONDERFUL TIME THEY HAD
THERE. AND FOR THE REST OF YOUR LIFE, YOU WILL SAY "YES, THAT'S WHERE | WAS SUPPOSED
TO GO. THAT'S WHAT | HAD PLANNED.".. AND THE PAIN OF THAT WILL NEVER, EVER, EVER, EVER
GO AWAY... BECAUSE THE LOSS OF THAT DREAM IS A VERY VERY SIGNIFICANT LOSS... BUT.. IF YOU
SPEND YOUR LIFE MOURNING THE FACT THAT YOU DIDN'T GET TO ITALY, YOU MAY NEVER BE FREE
TO ENJOY THE VERY SPECIAL, THE VERY LOVELY THINGS... ABOUT HOLLAND.
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