SCh0OI COfFFee Morning

Friddy 10th July
At 9:30 dmM - 10:30 M

With The Learning and Disability Team,
For Queens and King Georges

This is a great chance to meet some of the team
and learn how they can support
us and our children in hospital
with the work they are already dding.

The Learning Disabilities Team from King
George and Queen’s Hospitals will be
visiting school on Friday 10th July from
9:30am to 10:30am. Parents and carers
are invited to come along and meet the
team, including Lorenzo, for an informal
discussion about supporting children and
young people with learning disabilities
when attending hospital appointments.
The team is keen to hear from families so
they can help improve understanding and
support among hospital staff. We have
already received some very positive
feedback about their work and encourage
families to take this opportunity to share
their experiences.

Our end of year Parents’ Coffee Morning
is on Tuesday 7t" at 10.00am. Please come
along and discuss your year.

Our Post-16 students enjoyed a fantastic
day out in Southend this week, providing
an exciting opportunity to experience
many of the sights, sounds and sensory
experiences linked to our themes and
topics this half term. Students explored
the seafront, enjoyed the feel of the sand
beneath their feet and experienced the
fresh seaside air.

(- (—

They also had great fun visiting the
amusements, where many particularly
enjoyed the interactive lights, switches
and sensory features, as well as the water
fountains.
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In total, 17 of our young people took part
in the trip, supported by a team of
dedicated and highly skilled staff who
helped make the day such a success. It
was wonderful to see our students
engaging with new experiences, building
confidence and creating lasting memories.
We hope this is an opportunity we can
continue to offer and develop further in
future years. A huge thank you to all the
staff involved in organising and supporting
the visit and for making it such a special
experience for our young people.

During the recent hot weather, forecasts
suggested temperatures could be as hot,
or hotter, with some forecasts around or
above 30°C. School continued to run as
normal, with sensible adjustments in
place to keep pupils safe, comfortable and
well. Staff continued to monitor weather
updates, classroom temperatures, and
pupil presentation, particularly for pupils
who may find it harder to regulate their

body temperature or whose medical
needs may be affected by the heat.

In school, we used fans and air-
conditioning where available, kept blinds
down, managed ventilation carefully,
reduced unnecessary heat from lighting
and equipment, and ensured pupils had
regular access to cool drinks. Water
sprays, flannels and ice were also available
where needed. Pupils did not take part in
vigorous physical activity during very hot
weather, and outdoor time was carefully
managed with shade used wherever
possible.

Thank you to families for sending children
in loose, appropriate clothing and, where
possible, with sun hats and access to
suitable sun cream. We also appreciated
families contacting the school where
children received water through a pump,
had gastro or JEJ feeding, were prone to
seizures, took medication affected by
heat, or needed a specific adjustment. As
always, if we experience further periods of
extreme heat, we will continue to make
sensible adjustments and update families
if further changes are needed.

Please be advised that sling assessments
and servicing will take place on 7th and
8th July 2026. We kindly ask all parents
and carers to ensure that their child's sling
is in school and available on these dates so
that the servicing company can carry out
the necessary  assessments and
maintenance. Thank you for vyour
cooperation and support

Staff have been busy working on end-of-
term reports, which we are looking
forward to sending home in early July.
These reports are a lovely opportunity to
celebrate the wonderful achievements
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pupils have made, as well as the progress
they have made over the last 12 months.
We hope they will also include some
lovely photo collages, giving parents and
carers the chance to see more of the
fantastic work taking place in class.

Following this, we will be holding our
Meet the Teacher Day on Tuesday 7 July.
This gives all parents and carers the
opportunity to book an appointment to
meet with their child’s current teacher.
Where pupils are moving to a new class,
there will also be an opportunity to meet
their new teacher. Booking forms have
been sent out, and families are able to let
us know when they would like to come in.

On the day, we will also be holding a
hospitality drop-in  with our Family
Support Worker and RSLT team. A café will
be set up in the hall, so parents and carers
are welcome to drop in for half an hour
before or after their appointment, sit
down with the team and share their
experiences of the year. This will be a
lovely chance to talk together, ask any
guestions, let us know anything you need
from us, and celebrate some of the special
moments we have shared as a
Ravensbourne community.

What a lovely day we had in school at our
Summer Fayre on Saturday 13 June. It was
wonderful to see so many young people
from school, ex-pupils, families, members
of the local community and residents from
local care homes come together to
celebrate and enjoy the day with us.

On the day, we raised nearly £2,000, with
some more money still to come in. A huge
thank you to everyone who supported the
event. The fire brigade came along to
support us, the site team created some
amazing games, and there was lots of
lovely food and cake available in the café.
We also had a fantastic range of stalls,
including a book stall, tombola and local
craft stalls where people could buy gifts
for loved ones.

A special thank you must go to Rachel
Turner, Assistant Head, and her amazing
team of staff, who have worked tirelessly
over the last few months to bring the
event together. There are too many
people to name individually, but not so
many that we do not know just how
brilliantly you have all worked to make
sure the event came together so
successfully.

The whole day felt smooth, kind-hearted
and very warm, both in the weather and
in the atmosphere. We are already looking
forward to our next big community event
at Christmas, when a certain man in a red
suit will be visiting the school during the
week. We would love to support SEND
young people from across Havering to
have the experience of meeting Father
Christmas.

Later this half term, to round off the
school’s events, we will be holding our
Leavers’ Prom on Friday 10t™ July for our
Year 14 students who will be moving on to
other settings in September. This is always
a special opportunity to celebrate our
young people, mark the end of their time
with us, and wish them every success as
they take their next steps.
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We will also be holding our regular AQA
and Life Skills Awards Evening during the
last week of term on Wednesday 15% July.
For those students who are invited, along
with their families, we very much look
forward to welcoming you into school and
celebrating the careers, life skills and
wider learning that students have been
working on throughout the year.

It is always a joy to see what our students
can achieve, and it is lovely to be able to
present these awards and celebrate their
progress together. We look forward to
sharing these special moments with
families before the end of term.

Over the last couple of weeks, staff have
taken part in some really valuable training
opportunities. Teachers recently
experienced an immersive drama and
creative session, where they explored
how immersive spaces can be created to
support topic work, sensory stories and
wider learning experiences.

The session was organised by our music

therapist, who supported teachers to take
part in an immersive environment in the
sensory room. The experience focused on
engaging all the senses and gave staff time
to think about how carefully planned
environments can help bring learning to
life for our pupils.

This will be followed up later this term,
when teachers will create immersive
experiences for each other and for other
staff, helping the wider team understand
what learners experience when we use
immersive  approaches in  school.
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We look forward to sharing more about
this exciting work soon.

As part of this week's training, three teachers
created immersive classroom environments

to showcase innovative approaches to

learning and

engagement.

Our Music Therapist introduced staff to
principles inspired by Bamboozle Theatre

Company, exploring the importance of

empowering spaces and  immersive,
exploratory play. Staff then had the
opportunity to experience and demonstrate
these approaches, helping to develop ideas
and strategies that can further enhance

learning opportunities for our pupils

Our school nurse organised continence
training for staff recently, delivered by a
trained nurse. All staff had the
opportunity to come together in the hall
to hear about best practice, ask questions
and further develop their knowledge and
confidence in this important area of care.

The session focused on areas such as the
use of liners, continence and incontinence
needs, and practical approaches that help
staff support pupils safely, respectfully
and to the best of their ability. This
training helps ensure that we continue to
provide  thoughtful, dignified and
consistent support for the young people in
our care.
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Following Margaret Mullane MP’s recent
visit to the school in connection with the
campaign our parents are leading to
improve hospital access and hospital
responses for SEND pupils, we are pleased
to share that an online news agency has
approached us to produce a report on the
campaign..

This will help spread the word about the
important work our parents are doing and
the changes they are hoping to see.
Margaret Mullane MP has also said that
she will be meeting with the local health
minister and would like to take some of
our parents with her, so there are some
exciting developments to look forward to.
We will keep families updated as the
campaign continues to move forward.

We have had a couple of questions
recently about children attending hospital
or therapy appointments during the
school day. As we have shared previously,
if it is possible for your child to attend
school for either the morning or afternoon

around an appointment, we would always
welcome this. Please be reassured that it
is not a problem for us to accept children
back into school part way through the day.

This does not mean families will be
challenged or that a full-day absence will
be seen as unacceptable where this is not
possible. We simply want parents and
carers to know that we can be adaptable
and flexible in order to support you and
your child.

Alongside this, we also follow Keeping
Children Safe in  Education and
safeguarding guidance. This means that,
where pupils have not been in school for a
number of days, we may carry out safe
and well checks. These checks are in no
way intended to be anything other than
supportive: they help us make sure
everything is okay, understand whether
there is anything we can do to help, and
offer support where it may be needed.

We would never approach parents or
carers about appointments, absence or
safe and well checks in any way other than
to support you. Like all schools, we have
statutory responsibilities, but we also fully
recognise that our pupils have special
educational needs and that this means we
must work with families in the most
supportive and practical way possible.

Hassan in  Simmonds Class:  For
demonstrating great Life Skills by making
himself a range of different drinks and
following a shopping list to buy food at
Tesco.

Prashna in Weir Class: Prashna for
demonstrating realisation and
anticipation during water and foam play.
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Ethan in Hamilton class - For showing
increased concentration and focus with
his numeracy tabletop activities.

Humaira in Hawking class - For tasting
the ice cream milkshake we made
during life skills

Harrison in Alexander class For
independently walking around the
classroom and interacting with his
peers.

Yameen in Bayley class - For sitting well
throughout My Listening Session; he
listens to the sound and can identify the
pictures.

Talha in Grey Thompson class - for
showing resilience by staying awake
during our sessions.

Taha in Grey Thompson class For
showing a preference during activities.

Mahjuba in Keller class- For settling in
well to her new school environment and
routines.
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03.07.26 reports to parents

07.07.26 Meet the teacher

07.07.26 Celebratory Coffee Morning
07808.07.26 sling assessments and
servicing

10.07.26 Leavers’ Prom

10.07.26 Queens learning disability team
coffee morning (9.30am-10.30am)
13.07.26 Year 8 vaccination clinic in school
15.06.26 AQA Awards evening

17.07.26 Last Day of Summer Term
03.09.26 School open for Autumn term

Sign In and Sign Out Procedures

We have now started using our Inventry
system to sign learners in and out of
school. To help us keep accurate
safeguarding and attendance records, we
kindly ask parents and carers to follow the
updated procedures:

Signing in:
Please sign your child in using the Inventry
system if they arrive after 9:00am or
return from an appointment.

Signing out:
If your child needs to leave school before
2:45pm, please ensure they are signed out
through the system.

These steps help us keep all pupils safe
and ensure our records remain up to date.
Thank you for your support with this

Support Services for Families Below is a
list of trusted services that may be helpful:

NSPCC (National Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Children)
provides support and resources for
families, focusing on the safety and well-
being of children.

e Helpline: 0808 800 5000
e Email: help@nspcc.org.uk

e Website: www.nspcc.org.uk
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MIND (Mental Health Support),offers
support for mental health challenges,
providing resources for both parents and
young people.

e Helpline: 0300 123 3393
e Email: info@mind.org.uk

e Website: www.mind.org.uk

SCOPE supports individuals and families
affected by disabilities, offering practical
advice and assistance.

Helpline: 0808 800 3333

e Email: helpline@scope.org.uk

e \Website: www.scope.org.uk

SENDIASS (Special Educational Needs
and Disabilities Information, Advice, and
Support Service)

SENDIASS provides free, impartial advice
for families navigating SEND-related
matters. Contact Number: 01245 204338

e Email: send.iass@essex.gov.uk
e \Website: Essex SENDIASS

Samaritans Havering:

e Address: 107 North Street,
Romford, Essex, RM1 1ER

e Phone: 116 123 (Free to «call,
available 24/7)

e Email: jo@samaritans.org

e Website: www.samaritans.org

This branch offers 24/7 emotional support
via telephone and email for anyone
experiencing distress or needing someone
to talk to. Their location is accessible, with
some facilities for those with disabilities
We encourage parents and carers to reach

out to these organizations if you require
support or have questions about your
child’s well-being. Our school team is also
here to help—please don’t hesitate to
contact us if you need further guidance.
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Friday 3 July 2026

https://twitter.com/LARavensbourne www.limeacademyravensbourne.org

BEST ®
START ¢
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