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2nd March 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Re: Lateral Flow Tests for pupils and families 
 
As you may be aware, pupils in secondary schools are being encouraged to undertake regular 
lateral flow tests in an effort to reduce the spread of Covid via asymptomatic transmission.  
 
We appreciate that undertaking Covid tests on young people with additional needs is not always 
straightforward and for a small number may not be possible due to the invasive nature of the test. 
We are, however, committed to ensuring that the school environment is as safe as possible and 
have been in discussion with colleagues within the local authority and health to establish a way of 
making the tests more accessible. 
 
On your child’s return to school you will be provided with a supply of lateral flow tests to be 
undertaken twice weekly, we are suggesting Sunday and Wednesday evenings.  The tests work in 
the same way as a standard PCR test but produce a reliable result within approximately 30 
minutes. If your child receives a positive result, then they will need to isolate and undertake a PCR 
test.  
 
It is best practice for swabs to be taken both orally and nasally, however, in acknowledgement 
that many students struggle with a swab being taken from the throat, it has been agreed that if 
necessary the throat swab can be replaced by an additional nasal swab. We hope that this small 
change will make the test far easier to administer and cause less anxiety for students. 
 
For parents who feel that even without the need for a throat swab, the test will remain too 
stressful for your child we are asking parents/carers to undertake the test themselves. This will 
provide an indication of whether Covid is present in your household, and prevent your child 
unwittingly transmitting the virus to the school environment. 
 
The test kits come with all necessary instructions, including what to do should you or your child 
receive a positive test result. It will be necessary to isolate for a period of 10 days and the school 
will need to be informed in order that our test and trace procedures can be carried out. 
 
The lateral flow testing programme is voluntary, however, we would encourage all families who 
are able, to please take part. If you feel that you will not be able to participate could I ask that you 
contact Julie Cook our Family Support Worker at Julie.cook@limetrust.org to let her know. She is 
also happy to answer any questions or queries you may have. 
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It is vital that we continue to work together to keep infection levels in the local community low, 
and protect our vulnerable school community. I sincerely hope that the introduction of school 
testing, coupled with the existing public health advice regarding regular handwashing, social 
distancing and face coverings will ensure that the school remains a safe environment for your 
child, and that there will be no further interruptions to their education. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Vicki Fackler 
Director of Education for SEND 


